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Bradenton Woman's Club still strong

By SARA KENNEDY

skennedy@bradenton.com
Neighbors: BRADENTON

(Continued)
A new look

A visible reminder of its vitality is its new, peachy paint job, part of a long-term renovation of the historic building that dates to 1921. "It's the oldest of the civic bodies, and has its own debt-free property," said Orr as she toured the lovely old building, complete with two massive fireplaces and shiny hardwood pine floors. "It is so cool, it's such a neat old building," said Orr. Volunteers painted the building in March with help from the Bradenton Kiwanis Club, which has aided the Woman's Club over the years. The building had always been painted white, but club members chose a peachy shade instead for this go-around "because it would stand out better if it were a different color," said Orr. "People don't recognize it, they drive by and don't have a clue," she noted.

Two years ago, the building was tented to kill termites, its beautiful floors sanded and refinished, and the club began to repair its roof and gutters, though it still needs additional work, said incoming president Cheryl Johnson. The club also hopes to finish painting the building's windows in an effort to finish its exterior re-do, but it always seeking donations to put toward the work, said Orr. "We'll be working on them for a long time," said Johnson with a laugh. 

"Kiwanis once again helped us with paint and helped us get painters to paint," explained Johnson. "We've been redoing. Those people worked so hard, we all painted, scraped, it was a great effort on everyone's part. We've had the floors all done, we're still working on the roof, ceiling, we're still painting." "It's an older building; it takes a lot of maintenance." "The floors were refurbished, probably two years ago now. There's so much dancing going on in there, we'll probably have to do them over again."
She referred to the dances there every Friday night costing $7 per person, with free lessons from 7-8 p.m. and music at 8 p.m. One weekend, it’s swing, and the next, live music with Ellsworth & Company, featuring ballroom dancing, cha-cha, swing and the waltz. The club also rents out the building for wedding receptions and other events at a cost of $800 per day, Johnson said.

She was checking out sites for a permanent home for the Manatee Players when she visited the woman's club building a few years back, she said. "It brought back so many memories, I remember as a child being there many times," said Johnson, who is a Bradenton native. "It's so full of memories and times I remember from growing up here in Bradenton." "The women that started the woman's club were able to purchase land and build that building. They bought and paid for it and got clear. It was just such an amazing story about women coming together and building something in Bradenton, and I wanted to be part of it."
The club's immediate goal now is to start a school of protocol, offering lessons in etiquette and dance. "We feel like we're the absolute perfect venue for that," noted Johnson. "We're talking with several schools, some want (classes) actually at the schools, others want to take classes at the clubhouse itself." "We want to make some impact on our area, and we feel there's an area that's been neglected. Etiquette and protocol are things that kind of get slipped under the carpet these days, people are so busy . . . they don't have time to actually sit down and talk about these things for kids." "When I grew up here, I went to Cotillion, but it's such a small group of people, we would like to offer this to all the young people of Manatee County. It would benefit the community, benefit everyone." 
The Bradenton Woman's Club meets on the third Tuesday of each month, and membership is $25.50 per year. The Web site is www.bradentonwomensclub.com and those interested in joining can call (941)747-6222.
